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COPD: THE NEED FOR NEW TREATMENTS

ÅMajor health impact world-wide
- High mortality and morbidity
- High health care costs
- High welfare costs

ÅStopping smoking difficult

Å~20% unrelated to smoking
- air pollution, genetic, idiopathic

ÅNo currently available treatment slows progression

ÅCorticosteroids are ineffective

Active inflammatory and destructive process
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ÅCorrelated with disease severity

ÅInflammatory cell numbers

ÅInflammatory cell exudate in lumen

ÅPeribronchiolar fibrosis
Hogg JC et al: NEJM 2004


